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Physical sraracteristics *
! 1. Most of the stroets in braila were curfaced vith granite, the
5idesalks with concrete. Thre .idth - the strcets (not
izclude sidewalks) varied betuyeen eirzht and 12m,
o the streets uere in good conditione
L1I‘3tr‘tts‘?é??‘IiEﬁféﬂ‘EIEEf%ically, the light poles on the
sidewalks being located at about 50 & intervals. Tle buildings
in the city were rat er close togetor, ubout one to four
stories hich an! usually constructed of cement-covered brick
vith cheet metal or tile rcofs. Tie city was not damaged during 25X1
the last war a:i I didn't observe any ned construction work. 25X1

PoEulation

2. In 10L8, I bLelieve ttat tre population of Fraila was between
£0 und 80 trou-anld. Thre population decreased afte: the l.st
war because o -migration of Jess und Jreeks uni becausy
people sou~ht cmployment elsewlere due to reductivn of ‘arbor
operations. I Jould estimate that in 1948 about 70 per cent
of t e city's population was of Rumanian ethnic background;
the Jreek ethnic group comprised about 20 per cent, and the
Jewish po;ulation and other groups formed about 10 per cent.
sor tre nost part, the iGreak and vewish ninorities were
cazaged in commercial activities und the Greeks in Danube
navigation activities. Most of these minorities resided in the
central section of the city. The Rumanians were usually en-
gazed in a ministration, industry, navigation, 'arbor operations,
azriculture and other trades, I never detected any tensions
between the different stimic groups in Braila,
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b Administration i

3. Braila was divided into four or five sectors for administrativs
purposes. There was the Centrul Oras (Center Town), the
Brailitsa /See Foint #40, Enclosure(ﬁ?, the Radu Negru /See
Point #b2, Enclosure(ﬁ?, and one or two more suburba. There
was one clty hall for the entire city, Each sector had its
own militia post and medical dispensary. I believe that there
was only one central fire station for the entire city. I have
no further details on the administrative setup.

ol b,

Transportation

4, Braila had a trolley system which was operated by the Communal
Enterprises of Braila {Intreprinderiile Communale Braila - ICB).
The ICB also administered the water works, and was concerned
with the electricity and sanitaticn of the city. I don't
know of any civil airport or military airfield located at Braila.,
The Sovrom transport company operated passenger boats between
Braila and Galati and Braila and Cernavoda EZON-2803§7. on
the Braila - Galati run, three or four passenger vessels oversated,
each capable of carrying about 200 passengers. They departed
and arrived at Braila every two hours, cperating daily between
0600 and 2000 hourg, The Braila - Galatl trip took about one
hour. I have no informatiosn on the Braila - Cernavoda run.

Before 1944, Braila was the last Danube port which could be
reached by sea going vessels, After World war IT , this port's
importance as a foreign trade shipping center became almost
negligible, In 1948, 1t served mostly as a transit point for
vessels operating between the USSR arnd other Cominform countries.
1 believe that most of the cargo unloaded at the port was compeosed
of cereals and cement, Sugar from Czechoslovakia and cereals {
from Czechoslovakia end Hungary were unloaded here; the final
destination of these products was prcbably the USSR,

Enterprises
5. I only know of the following enterprises in Braila:

(a) The wire factory (Industria Sarmei) /See Point #30,
Enclosure (4/

(b) The SOVROM shipyards /See Point #33, Enclosure @&y
(e¢) Two flour mills

(d) Marble proceesing factory

(e) Railroad repair shop [See pPoint #104, Enclosure (&Y

(£) The oity pcwer plant /See Point #25, Enclosure (&

The eleatrical current used in Braila was 220 volts, alter-
nating current. There was no restriction on the use of

electricity, but the population wss urged dy the authorities
to conserve eleotricity.
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Social Life

6. The housing problem was less acute than in Conatanta or Galati. ;
Commmunist 2arty members received better housing in more advanta-
geous locations. In the suburbs, four to five rooms could be
assigned to a family, while in the central section on the
average only two rooms were assigned to a family,

T. Besides the commercial schools /See Point #14, Enclouuregy,
there was a school for girls, an industrial high school for
boys, and a girl's high school (the former Santa Maria Lyceum) .

Rumanian Military Units in Braila‘ 25X1

8. Danube frontier troops (patrol boats) wnit "fGrupul de Nave
Graniceri” /See Point Enclosure &/, was of battalion
strength . These troops were naval
personnel, essed exactly [ other Rumanian naval eerlonnal,
except that on the hatband there was the inscription "Grupul

25X1 de Nave Graniceri". The mission of this unit was to patrol the
Danube. The craft assigned were motor boats. These boats
were equipped with one machine gun, two scarchlights (effective
up to a distance of one thousand m) and eould accemmodate &
BAXimum of eight persons. 4is a rule only four men were assigned
to esch craft, the driver, the mechanic and two observers.
Maximum speed was approximately 30 kms per hour. These oraft
did not have any radio sets, %he crew were armed with rifles.
This patrol unit, besides enforoing the navigation ruies on
the Depuc river, were also charged with apprehending smagglers
and other parsons epproaching the Danube shore at unauthorised
placec, I alco know of the following units:

(a) The pontonier regiment /See Point #28, Enclosure ¥ 4
(b) one infantry regiment
(6) Prontier troops unit
(a) Pire sompany
25X1 Bovist Wiitary Uniss

9. Soviet ground forces units g« Point #29 and #32,
osure and & smll unit (naval the harbor ares in
1946. I not able to give any her information eoncerning .

these units, I 4did not observe air forece personnel in Braila

nor Aid I see or hear of any airfields in this ares. During

Horid War 1T~ the GAF (German Air Force) had an emer noy landing
£121d adout halfway between Braila and Lacul Sarat (Lacul Sarat -
Wes located approximately seven ms South of Braile). I am

not able to give further information about this field except

that I believe that there were no hangars on this field, In

Ny opinion, this field was not in use after Werid War Iiy-
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Climatic Conditions

1C. The climate in the Braila area was rather temperate, Maximum

vemperature in summertime was 25°C, The summers were rather
dry with short rains (one to two days) three to four times a
month. The autumns weve rainy, Snow started to fall around
the middle of December and lasted t111 the end of March or

toe beginning of April. The winters wvere mostly damp with

& little fog and moderate winds. The minimun temperature

in winter was - 20°C. The springs were ra‘her rainy and foggy.

Securitz

25X1 '
11 . Fﬁﬁwm—vwﬁwj
e militia had fixed posts at the main intersections /See peint #1

and Polnt #22, Enclosure A/, at the railroad station asa in
the harbor area. The main streets wera patrolled by militia-
men (singly or in pairs), both day and night, All public
buildings were guarded by militiamen. They were also used for
traffic direction at the main intersections. The traffic
militiamen were located in the middle of tpe intersection on

4 small wooden stand., They had elbow high, white gauntiets,
were armed with 2 pistol and directed traffic with a 50 ¢m
long red stick with a round plate at the end thich was white
with a red circle in the center. Their visor~-type caps were
covered with a white cloth.

12, Any new arrival in Braila had to register first at the militia
office and then report tc the renv ofice to be assigned lodgings.
Travel authorization was not neceesary to visit Braila. As in
the rest of the countiry any person over 16 had to have his
identity booklet with him at all times, in order to aveid’
qQuestioning and arrest by the militia. There were no curfew

| restrictions for the innabitants in 19’48, and no special papers
were required for being on the streets after dark, The mliitary
parscnnel were more often checked for documents than the
civilians. Only the military police checked the military
personnel. The lower grads enlicted men had to be off the
streets after 2100 hours, The nilitary police were drawn from
the different units in the 6iCy. They were racognized Wy a
gonon band cn the left arm whioh “ad the initiels OP in red,

P stends for "Comenduirea Pietii” (the market's or square's
ndanture), The military police. were armed with rifles
with fixed bayenets) or with submachine guns; the officers and

CO's had pistols, do not believe that any dosuments were
necessary when gurohuing & railroad or boat ticket exsept when
going to a frontier zone losality.

13. I believe that the telephone conversations (especially of -
sons suspected of anti-Lommmnist feelings) were beoing monitcred
by the security service (secret police), I heard that in some
ocases the teleghone and radio sets of persons sonsidered un-
reliable were being taken away, Telegrams could be sent omly
from the post office building, At that time, the identification
booklet hed to be presented and its mmber was entered in &
register. 1In June 1948 no measures were being teken in Braila
to train the civilian population for a war emergency.
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Miscellaneous Information

14,

0Qno

one to two thousang Xorean orphans were rought to Bra La for
Bheltering., T have no further details, N

15, éﬁhe points listed hereunder refer to Overlay of Braila, - ‘-
nclosure /4,7 ‘

Point #1, REPUBLICKI STREE‘I‘, FORMERLY NAMED REGALA, It extendedl
from the Park /Polnt #2/ to the outskirte of the town,
Thls street wag approximately 10 m wide, surfaced with
granlte, and had concrete s8ldewalks. It also had a
subterranean drainage system. It appeared to be 1in
good condition, This street had electric lights and
had two streetoar tracks along the center, The
bulldings built on both sides of this street were
generally constructed of cement-cov red brick, wepre
three - fow stories high and the r of's were
generally covered with sheet metal, Theae buildings
were adjoining. The ma fority of 1its inhabitants were
Rumanian with Jewish and Greek 1in the minority. This
was the main strest of Braila. RNo new constructicn
work was observed,

#2. THE CITY PARK., T do not know whether the park haa

any special name. Its area measured approximately

50 by 20 m, 1t had deciduous trees approximately

15 m high. There was & newapaper and cigarette

kiosk in this park. A1l the city's streetcar lines *

converged in the irmediate vieinity of the park area,

The Orthcdox cathedral was located in this park, and
} known as the city's cathedral (catedrale orasului),

It was square; about 10 m high, with two towers '

rising approximately six m above the roof, The

building was constructed of cement-covered driek

and had a sheet metal r3of. The towers were

rounded with shaeet metal conical roofs,

#3. AREA WHERE FROBABLY THE SECURITY SERVICE (SECRET .
POLICE)BUILDING W43 LOCATED. The ARLUS (Alociatil
Romana pentry Legaturile ou Uniunea Sovietelor -

The Rumanian Association for Relationship with the
8oviet Union) bullding was located in this area,

The buildings constructed of cement-covered brick,
were four etories high and hadq & low, gabled tiic
roof. These bulldings were adjacent to the side-
walks and adjoining. A hotel bank ware
also located 1ip this area, note: All
the government emoloyeses wers members of ARLUS,

which wams a national organization, The fees deduoctsd
from salaries for membership amourited to about 10 leg

per month about this organization were 25%1
unknown
25%1
SECRET
25X1
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' #4. THEATER. Constructed of cement-covered brick, three stcries
high and had hj of . On the ground fioor wag locateqd
251 ater (Teatrul Cinematograf Comunal),

a ts name was changed to State Theater -
Braila (Teatrul de Stat Breila}. This theater had a seating
capacity of approximately 400, It was open dally from 1430
to 2400 hours. Entrance fees were 25 to 30 lei. The films
shown were mostly of Soviet production with German and Prench
films shown only occasionally, Attendance was rather low
especially when Soviet f1lms were being shown.

#. THE REPUBLICEI HCTEL, Pormerly called the Regal. Constructed
of cement-covered brick, four stories high and had a tile roof,
This hotel was adjacent to the sidewalk along which it extended
approximately eight m.

#6. TEE FORMER REGALA MARKET PLACE. It was probably renamed the
Republicel Mariket Place. 1Its area measured approximately &0
®Y 50 m and was surfaced with granite. It wag bisected by a
street. This area was ¢ircumscribed by grocery and habepr- 1
dashery stores. Within this area were wooden shacks for
merchandise (which consisted of vegetables, fruits and meat)
801d by the state, The farmers were allowed to sell only
fruitas. The market was open daily from 0500 to 1600 ap 1700
hours. On Sundays it was open until 1400 hours.

#7. GALATI STREET, This street prolongation led to Galati 28% -
2BOLE7. 1t was approximately eight m wide and surface with
granite and had concrete sidewslks. It had a subterranesn water
drainage system which was 1in good condition., There was a
double streetcar track along this street, The buildings wepre
mostly residential. These buildings, constructed of cement - M
covered brick, were two to three stories high and had sheet
metal and tile roofs. These bulldings adjoined each other,

’ #3. THE PASALAQUA MOVIZ THEATER. fThe name was probably changed
aftar 1948, fhis building was constructed of cement -ccvered
drick, was two stories high and had a tile roof. It was
8pproximately 14 by eight m, and connected on either side
With other structures, Thie theater had a seating capacity
of approximately 300 persons.

#9. GAREI STRERT. 1 #m not certais of the name of this street,
I estimate its length as two kms, approximately eight m wide
surfaced with granite. It nad concrete sidewalks, This
strest was in good condition and had a subterranean drainage
system, There was s double streetcar track in the center.

¢ Muildings on both sides o this street were conctructed

of cement-covered brick, wurs one to twe stories high (with
& three story building interspersed) and had sheet metal roofs.
These bulldings were adjascent to the sidewall, They served
48 private residences,

#10. THR RAILROAD STATION. Construsted of brick, was two stories
hgw and had a high gabled tile roof, it measured approximately
22 by 10 m. On the 4 floor were located the wait
reom: the militis of 1ce, & restaurant, the red cross
(vhere soldiers received free meals), the red cross first aid
station, the station's tele, h office and the ticket office,
On the second fioor wore thae station's offices, The entrance
to the station wag net guarded, although there were nilitiamen
in the station at 211 times. The passengers were identified

SECRET,
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only during general check-ups (razia). I estimate that
there was elght rall tracks (normal gauge) in this area.
I 414 net sboserve any repair or néw construction work i ﬂ
progress. I belleve that during a 24 hour period four
assenger (normal speed personale) trains and two fast
%accelerate) trains passed through from Bucharest towards
Galati. The same number of tralns passed through in tae
opposite direction during the same period of time. On the
Braila-Galati run one train departed and one arrived every
two hours. Two trains departed for and two arrived from
Faurel /H504N-2715E7 during a 24 hour period. I have no
details on freight trains. The third class ticket (in 1948)
from Braila to Bucharest on normal speed (personal) trains
was T50 lei; for second class 850 lei. On the fast (accelerat)
train over the same distance a second class ticket was
approximately 1200 lei. The third class ticket on normal
speed trains from Braila to Galati was about 100 lei. The
Bucharest-Galati normal speed trains arrived with a delay of
about 30 minutes during summer and vas probably two hours
late during winter time,

WAREHGUSE AND REPAIR SHOPS. There were three buildings in
this area, construrted of cement-covered brick, one story
and with a low %abied sheet metal roof. They measured
approximately 16 by 2ight m, They were parallel to each
other and located between the rail tracks.

AREA CONTAINING A MILITARY INSTALLATICN. This area extended
about 20 m elong the street, It was surrounded by & wooden
lattice fence epproximately two m high topped with barbed
wire strands, I estimate that there were four or five [
barreck buildings in thie area, constructed of cement-

covered brick, one story with a low gabled tile roof, They
measured approximately 20 by eight m, Trees were planted
between these buildings and had a fence facing the sidewalk,
The gate was guarded by a Rumanian infantry soldier armed with
& submachine gun. At night the public had to keep off the
sidewalk surrourding this installation. I heard vhat it was
the hase of & Rumanian Infantry Regiment. It must have been

& tralning center hecause there was a large sign at the
entrance, which read, "Welcome Young Sons of the Rumanian
Popular Republiz"., Usuallv such s8igns are seepn at instruction
centers where recruits were sent after induction, I did not
observe any new construstion work going cn at this installa.
%lon. It was ocoupled by a Rumanian Infe

during 1943 - 1946,

THE INDUCTION CENTER FOR BRAILA COUNTRY (Cercul De Recrutare -
The Reoruiting Circle)., This building was constructed of
brick, was two stories high and had a gabled tile roof, It
measured approximately 16 by eight m and was located in the
interior of & courtyard covered with trees., This area was
surrounded by & wcoden lattice fence (probably topped with
barbed wire strands). The gate was guarded by s Rumanian
infantry soldier, The aign above the gate reads "Cercul de
Recrutare - Braila” arge

of this center.

SECRET, 25X1
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#13 PLEVNEI STREET. This street extended over an approximate

distance of 2.5 lms. It was surfaced with granite, was .

approximately eight m wide and had concrete sidewala K Tt |

was electricaliy lighted and had a subterranean drainage

system built beneath 1t., This street was considered to be

in good condition. The bulldings on either side were usually

connected to each other and adjacent to the sidewalks., They

were constructed of cement-covered brick, one story (inter-

Bpersed with two - three Btory buildingsf and had sheet metal

and tile roofs. Most of the buildings served as private

resldences, although a few stores were locatea there. The
majority of its residents were of Rumanian ethnic background.

SECRET,

#14, cuza BOULEVARD. Constructed of granite, was 14 m wide and had
concrete sidewalks. 4 strip approximately two m wide ran down
the center of this boulevard, Mrees and grass were planted
here, The trees were approximately 1C to i5 m high and spaced
about 10 to 15 n intervals, It was electrically lighted and
had a subterranean drainage system. Thig boulevard was in
good condition., 4 double street car track ran along this
boulevard. The buildings on each side of this boulevard were
constructed of cement-covered brick, were one - three stories
high (with one story bulldings interspersed) and had sheet
metal and tile roofs. These buildings were adjoining, adjacent
to the sidewalk and used as private dwellings. Two high schools
(commercial) for boys and girls were located on this atreet.
The military police headquarters (Comenduirea Plet11) was also
loocated on this street out half-way betwee streets Point #1
and Point #19?7 Several hotels were also .ocated on this
street. One of them was the Europa.

#15. GOLESTI STREET. Constructed of granite, was approximately six m
wide and had concrete sildewalks, The street was in fairly
8§90d condition and had electric lights, fThe buildings on doth
sides were constructed of cement-govered brick, were one - twc
stories high (with a three story building interspersed among
them) and had sheet meta] and tile roofs. These buildings
vere adloining, adjacent to the Sidewalks and used as private
dwellings. Stores, resteurants and two hotels were aliso
located 2long this gtreet,

#16. BSTREET, /Rame unkmomn [ | 4 continuation of street,
Point #15 above, and had the same construction,/ The buildings
on both sides of this street were twe - three stories high.

#17. BUILDING HOUSING 7THE PRINTING AND ADMINISTRATIVE CFFICES OF
THE INAINTE (PORWARD) NEWSPAPER, Constructed of cement -
covered brick, was two stories high and had a tile roof. It
meacured spproximately 10 by 15 m. It adjoined another
building on the southern side. On the northern side there 25X1
Vas a space of about four m between it and the next building,
This space was used as an entrance for vehicles and pedestrians,
This building was adjacent to the sidewalk, The sign over
the entrance read, "Aiarul Inainte Or n al Partidulul
Muncitorese Romen, Regionala Eraila" (Porward Daily Organ of
the Rumanian Workers Farty, Regional - Braile), This news-
paper consisted of two sheets and cost 10 les.

SECRET
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#18. THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE WORKERS (COMMUNIST) PARTY IN BRATLA,
Constructed of cement-covered brizk. 41s three stories high
and had a hip tile covered roof. This bullding adjoined
other buildings, was adjacent to the sidewalk and extended
approximately 10 m. The 8ign above the entrance read, "Partidui
‘Munictoresc Roman, Judeteana Braila" (The Rumanian Workers
Party, Braila County),

#19. ST CONSTANTIN STREET. Surfaced with granite, approximately
8ix m wide and had concrete sidewalks, A double street car
track ran along this street. The buildings on both s8ides of
this street were constructed of cement-covered brick, one
story structures (1nterzpersed wWith a few two story bulldings)
and had either tile or sheet metal rcofs, In general, the
buildings were joined to each other and adjacent to the side-
walk, A grammar school and several stores were also located
on this street., It was tolloquially called the Deads way
(calea Mortilor).

#20. ST CONSTANTIN CEMETERY.
#21. UNDEVELOPED GRASS COVERED AREA,

#22. CALARASI STREET. 1Its extension led t» Calaragi Zﬁkllﬁ-271g§7.
Thils street was surfaced with granite, was approximately
eight m wide and had concrete sidewalks. FProm the street,
ZPoint #457, 1t was a pressed gravel covered highway. The
section of this street up to the street, /Point #4 had a
double street car track line. The buildings on eifher =ide
of this street were constructed of cement-covered brick,
were two - three stories high and had sheet metal roofs.
These buildings were Jolned to each cther and adjacent to
the sidewalk. There were public buildings, stores, restaurante
and private dwellings along this street. 3outhwest of Z?b1ht'#4§7
were military installations, and 8everal dwellings, Thé city
hall, the prefecture and probably the militia headquarters :
were located on this street near the center of town,

£23. THE MAIN POST OFFICE, PUBLIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH BUILDING,
This building was constructed of brick, three stories high,
and had a hip tile covered roof. It was joined to other
buildings and extended approximately 10 m along the sidewalk.
The sign over the entrance read, "Posta Telegraf - Telefoane”,
The post office was opan from 0700 to 1200 hours and from
1500 to 1800 hours. The telephone and telegraph sesction was
opén permanently. This instaliation had a radio transmitter
and probabiy a Hughes teletype,

#24, PUBLIC HOSPITAL, SPITALUL COMUNAL BRATLA (Communal Hospital
Braila), This building was constiructed of cement-covered
brieck, four stories high and had a low S1p tile roof. It
was isolated from other structures, loceted in a courtyard,
’ Was approximately eight m frow the sidewa.k and was
surrourded by an iron lattice fence. In the rear wepe several
other buildings which were a part of this hospital.

25X1
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THE ICB (Intreprinderile Comunale Braila - Bralls Communa
Enterprises). This inatallation was the only power station
in Braila. It was located approximately 20 m from the street,
/Point #227. from which a single streetcar track led. ‘'Phe
surrounding area was an overnight parking place for street-
cars. The power plant was enclosed by a wooden board fence
approximately two m high. One or two brick smoke stacks

rose approximately 10 m above the surrounding buildings.

This power plant was first seen in 1945 or 1946,

RUMANTAN MILITARY HOSPITAL, Constructed or cement-covered
brick, was three stories high and had a gabled tile roof,
There were several bulldings in 1ts immediate vicinitv which
were constructed of cemant-covered brick, one story with
gabled, tile roofs. The hospital area was surrounded by

an iron lattice fence topped with barbed wire 3trands. The
ground was sparsely covered with trees. Tt was located in

an undeveloped area. 4 p a8 flying over the
gate, The gate on the
street, 7 C guarded by a Rumanian infantry
goldier armed with a rifle,

SOVIET MILITARY HOSPITAL. This hospital was adjasent tg the
Rumanian Military Hospital, but was separated by a wire fence,
The buildings of this hospital were of similar construction
/38 mentioned in Point #267 with the exception that there
were several more buildings. A4 Soviet army guard with a
submachine gun was at the gate,

RUMANIAN MILITARY INSTALLATION. _
There was a Rumanisan pontoniers regiment (Regimentul 4%
pontonleri). T am not certain but believe that t ¥

was still there

This installation was located approximate Yy 3 m from The
Soviet Milicary Hospital /Point 27/. 1 belleve that the
area of this military ins allation extended to the Danube
shore, The area that was seen from the street was fenced off
by darbed wire, approximately two m high. There were approxi-
mately five or six bulldings within this area, These
bulldirigs were barracks, construsted of cement-covered hrick,
oné story and had tile roofs. The grounds were sparsely
covered with trees. The gate was guarded by one Rumanian
pontonier soldier,

SOVIET MILITARY INSTALLATION, This installation wag

osoupied up to the end of December 1945 by a Rumanian naval
engineer battalion (Batalion de Geniu Marina), Its areg
meaoured &pproximately 400 by 800 m, I December 1945 there
wers aight one story wooden barracks and two one story briock
VAPracks, A% that time, the wooden barracks caught fire

and burned down completely. There were 42 mines (ship) of
gorman and Eggush manufacture stored in one of the wooden
buudingo. res of tho mines which were fused exploded
Quring the fire and did a great deal of damage, casualtiss
consisted of about six Soviet soldisrs and four Rumanian
military firemen. The two remaining hnildinga {of brick
sonstruction) we-e later occupled by & Soviet iafantry unit.
The fire was ascribed to sabotage.and a Rumanian sailor of
German ethnic origin was arrested, found guilty and sentenced
to 10 years in prison,

8ECRET
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#31.

#32.

#33.
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THE INDUSTRIA SARMET ENTERPRISE. T.ocated arproximately 200 =
from the Soviet RMilitary Installation oint #297. Its area
extended about 200 m along the street ’Point #3_ and was
about 150 m wide, T wWaBs rurounded by a wire mesh fence
approximately two m high. A sign above the main entrance read,
Industria Sarmei - Brafla (The Wire Industry - Braila). fThis
entrance was guarded by a factory guard (without any

visible weapons), [~ o five or six bulldings
within its area, These buildings were constructed of sheet
metal, were one Story and had a gabled sheet metal roof,
These buildings were palnted a dark color. Two brick smoke
stacks extending approximately 15 m above the building roofs

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600030003-5

e T moke emitted was tlack and smelled

rude oll. three thousand wirkers were
employed here. Thore wags three working shiitg. Various kinds
of wire (1nc1ud1ng barbed and electrical), cables for ships,
electrical cables and varlous kinds ¢f rardwepe wers produced
at this instalia%icn. There was prcbadbly a rail spur entering
this installation,

STREET ., .‘ This street extended from
the street /Point #227 to the Darube ghore, It was surfaced
with stone, was approximately 10 m wide and nag 6o sidewaiks.
There were electriecal lights running along this street. It
Appeared tc be 1ir gool cordition,

SOVIET MILITARY INSTALLATION, The uni: 4tationed hei'e was ap
infantrv regiment, earsay 1nformat1q§7. There were eight
barrack type build ngs within this installation, 4 barbed~
wire fence surrcunded this ‘netallation, One of the buildings
(probably the adminis¢ration bullding) was constructed of |
cement-covered brisk, two - three storiea high with a low

gabled tile rosf, The rest of the buildings were constructed
of cement-covered vrick, one story with low gubled tile covered
roofs. The size of these bulldings was estimsted at approxi-
mately 14 by eight m. The ground was sparsely covered with
trees. Thre entrance was guarded by cne Soviet soldier armed
with a submashire gun,

THE SOVROM TRANSFORT SHIPYARDS., Santierele Sovrom Transport -
Braila. Before 1944 1t was known as the Francs - Romana Ship-
ds, Construction of vessels and repairs were done here, 25%1

This installation was located in a slight
depression formed by two earth mounds rising approximately
8ix m, both north and south from the installiation, Only one 25%1
building . from the Danube shore. Thyj
building was located gbout five m from the slore, The
building was constructed of sheet metal, approximately 10 m
high, one story and had a barrel vault sheet metal roof.

It was about 15 o wide. The roof had camouflage paint

(prodably since the last war) and the walls wepe painted a

dark coior. I beitave that the area of this installation

¥as located approximately 50 m from the street /Foint #317, .
and that 1t was serviced by a raill liine.
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#3%, THE SOVROM TRANSPORT AGENCY HEADQITARTERS
Transport - Braila),

7

Navigation), fThis building was constructed of cement -

covered brick, three stories high and had a hip tile rocf.

It measured approximately 20 by 10 m and was located about

10 m from the river. No other building was located nearby,

On the ground floor was the wailting room, the ticket office
and a restaurant., Tne upper floors housed the SOVROM offices,
The SOVROM headquarters was equipped with a radio transmitter.

Passenger vessels tied up at the quay in front of this

building, which was guarded by Rumanian frontier troops and
militiamer. The SOVROM passenger vessels operated between

Braila - Galati and Braila - Cernavoda /Fh200-2803E7,

The harbor area exterded from the hend of street /Folnt #357

towards the basir /Foint #38/.

#35. PORTULUI STREET. This street extended along the harbor area

towards the basin Point #3%7, It was surfaced with granite,
de and had concrete sidewalks,

A double streetcar track extendad alsng this sireet. The

buildings on boih sides of this street were conatructed of

cement-covered briczk, generally two - three stories high with

sheet metal roofe. They were for the most part joined and

adjecent to the sidewalk. Befope 1944, Danube navigetinn

was approximately €ight m w

agencica, commercia] banks, hotels and restaurants were

locate? c¢cn this street. By 1948 the banks were taken over

by the state an4 the buildings of the former navigation

companies put to other uses, Within the harbor area, which
extended apprcximately 30 m from the street to the river,

were warehkouses and loading areaa. The harbor railroad

area which exterded south of the basin is not familiar to me.

#36. THE MUNCa ST LUMINA MOVIE THEATER (The Work and Light Movie
Theater), This building wae constructed of cement-covered
brick, two stories high with a low gabled tile roof. It was
Joined to other builldings and located on the corner /Point #22
and #357, 1t exteaded approximately eight wm. The seating
capacity was approximately 200. This theater wka open from
1430 - 2400 hours dzily. Entrance fees were 25 and 30 let,

#37. PARK AREA. This park was called gradina Orasulul (The City
Garden). I cannot estimate its size, This park waa covered
with deciduous trees and had a small restaurant, which was

only open during the symmer.
#38. THE BASIN, (Bazinul Docurilor - The Cocks Basin)., This

basin was used 1n the winter time as a mooring nlanﬂgt?r

Darube vensels| -—

#39. QENERAL LOCATION OF DANUBE PRONTIER TROOP PATROL BOATS
(Grupul de Nave - Graniceri), |

This buriging was formerly Imown as the NFE
Palace (Palatul NFR Navigatia Fluviala - Romana). The NFR
was the former State Danube Transport Company (Rumanian Fluvial

heard from Rumanian aailors in June 1948 that this naval frontier
troop unit was located in the block formed by Militarilor

Street (extending in a north - south direction) and

Dorobantilor Street (extending in a east - west direction).
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THE BRAILITSA SUBURB. Extended west and sonthwest of the r»afl
lines and north of street /Point §137 . The majority of the
inhabltants were Rumanians although a small number of gypsies
2lsc lived there. Tne occupatiorms of these inhabitants were
dock workers, railroad workers and farmers. This suburb had
one medical dispensary, a militi t and a grammar school.

This suburb was
novorious and known as a "rough place”. A number of Soviet
so%giera gnd Rumanian Communists were killed there during
1944 - 1945,

BRIDGE. Constructed of metal, wus approximately two m wide
with wooden boards. There were three pairs of conerete pillars
supporting this bridge, approximately five m high, This
bridge was used only by pedestrians.

THE RADU NEGRU SUBURB, Extended west of the rail tracksa,

‘Bo ./
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hed the same characteristics as the Brallitsa suburb.

F,_1_1:_#7—%01:«3: The rallroad tracks crossed the street, 25X1
foin and the branch-off of street, Point #9 and the :
street Point #1 and Point #22 at ground level. ‘

MONUMENT PARK. Within this park were located two or three

restaurants, one hotel and one soccer field. The streets were

surfaced with granite. The terminal of Monument streetcar

route was located there. The streetcar tracks to Lacul Sarat

(Salt Lake) turnea south from the eastern border of the park

area, Rumanian ard Soviet military units were stationed

in the north - east section of this park. {

DOUBLE TRACK S3TREETCAR LINE. One track turned south, leading
to Lacul Sarat recreation area. This recreation area was
lccated approximately seven kms south of the center of totmn
and four lms from “tc park /Foint #437. There were baths,
villas, hotels and restaurants in the recreation arss, 4
r:i,lrotd and probabvly a highway led from Braila to the recre-
ation area,

STREET. Probably called the Monumentului. It wam surfaced
with granite was approximately i2 m wide and had no side-

walks. This street had elaotrical lights and sppeared to de
in good condition, re WAS o8 9 GASH ' %
this street. Ho buil » Meag* PR,
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Rnolosure (£: Overlay of Braila City Plan
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